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For a good part of his young life, 
Robbie, a handsome, one-year-old 
shepherd mix, called the Cleveland 
APL home. He came to us by way 
of our dog transfer program from 
the City of Cleveland Kennel. 
Robbie was born blind, but that 
didn’t slow him down much at all!  
So, soon after coming to the APL, 
the playful, loving Robbie was 
adopted.

Unfortunately, his new owner found 
she did not have enough time for the 
young pup so she brought Robbie back 
to us. In no time at all, his wonderful 
personality stole another heart and 
home he went. Again, Robbie came 
back, this time because someone in 
his new family had allergies.  But now 
putting Robbie back up for adoption 
wasn’t as easy—he had heartworm.  
Fear not!  Thanks to our Second Chance 
Fund, Robbie’s heartworm could be 
treated, but he had to be kept on 
weeks of very strict “cage rest” until he 
had recovered.

Finally, just before the holidays, Robbie 
was ready to go up for adoption again. 
When Christmas Eve came and went 
without Robbie going home, one of 
our devoted APL volunteers packed his 
little overnight bag and took him on a 
fi eld trip so he could spend Christmas 
by a fi re in the comfort of a home.  
Little did she know that her special gift 

to him was just the start of Robbie’s 
change in luck.

Edie and Donald Stamps came to the 
APL the day after Christmas wanting 
to adopt an older dog, but then they 
saw Robbie. As soon as they met him, 
the deal was sealed. Edie had worked 
in animal shelters and even had a blind 
dog before. “Don’t worry,” she said, 
“we won’t be moving the furniture 
around anymore!”  

Robbie now lives with his canine and 
feline brothers and sisters and beloved 
humans. Despite being blind, the clever 
Robbie managed to fi nd the bed on 
his fi rst night home and has already 
memorized the location of all the trees 
in his yard so he can zip around. To see 
Robbie now, you would think he has 
been there his entire life—and now he 
will be!  
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